
 

 

 
CAE provides initial flight training to U.S. Air Force rotary-wing pilots 
 
--CAE and Bell Helicopter collaborate to deliver initial rotary training at the 
CAE Dothan Training Center-- 
 
Dothan, AL, June 13, 2023 – (NYSE: CAE; TSX: CAE) CAE today announced that 
CAE Defense & Security has been awarded the U.S. Air Force (USAF) Rotary 
Wing, Introductory Flight Training (IFT-R) contract to support the Air Education 
and Training Command (AETC). The contract provides critical flight training to 
USAF student pilots as part of the Helicopter Training Next program.  
 
The US$44.5M initial contract award supports the training of all initial USAF 
rotary-wing air, ground, and simulation training. The program extends through 
2033 with a maximum value of US$110.6 million over the total contract term. The 
introductory training will be conducted at the CAE Dothan Training Center in 
Dothan, AL, which is also home to the U.S. Army Fixed-Wing Training Services 
program. 
 
 “This significant initial flight training program is part of CAE’s continued 
collaboration with the USAF to improve safety and training efficiency for the 
next generation of rotary wing pilots,” says Daniel Gelston, President, CAE 
Defense & Security. “We continue to enhance training and mission readiness for 
our Department of Defense (DoD) customers by leveraging the expertise of our 
industry partners with CAE’s decades of global training experience.” 
 
The IFT-R training program will be implemented by CAE using a fleet of Bell 505 Jet Ranger X aircraft specifically 
configured for AETC’s initial USAF helicopter training. The IFT-R Ground Based Training System leverages 
advanced simulation and interactive media providing Next-Generation rotary wing training to future aviators. 
 
CAE will work in collaboration with industry leaders to prepare USAF rotary-wing student pilots for their follow-on 
training in the Helicopter Training Next pipeline. The team includes Bell Textron, Alpha 1, and Navigator 
Development Group Inc. working together to support flying operations, training simulation, academics, and more.  
 
The IFT-R program is one of several programs in which CAE is supporting rotary wing aviation in the region. The 
Army Advanced Helicopter Flight Training Services at Fort Novosel, AL was awarded to CAE in 2020 providing 
classroom, simulator, and live flying instructor support services for the CH-47 Chinook, UH-60 
 
Black Hawk, and AH-64 Apache helicopters. In 2023, CAE was also awarded a subcontract to support the U.S. 
Army Flight School Training Support Services at Ft. Novosel, AL to build and deliver new full flight simulators forthe 
CH-47F and UH-60M platforms and implement software configurations for reconfigurable collective training 
devices. 

 
Top: The CAE Dothan Training 
Centre will be home to the Rotary 
Wing, Initial Flight Training 
program and already hosts the 
U.S. Army Fixed-Wing Training 
Services, established in 2017. 
 
Bottom: The Bell 505 Jet Ranger 
X aircraft has been configured for 
USAF training use on the IFT-R 
program. 



 

 

 
 
 
About CAE 

At CAE, we equip people in critical roles with the expertise and solutions to create a safer world. As a technology 
company, we digitalize the physical world, deploying software-based simulation training and critical operations 
support solutions. Above all else, we empower pilots, cabin crew, airlines, defence and security forces and 
healthcare practitioners to perform at their best every day and when the stakes are the highest. Around the globe, 
we’re everywhere customers need us to be with more than 13,000 employees in approximately 250 sites and 
training locations in over 40 countries. CAE represents more than 75 years of industry firsts—the highest-fidelity 
flight, mission and medical simulators and training programs powered by digital technologies. We embed 
sustainability in everything we do. Today and tomorrow, we’ll make sure our customers are ready for the moments 
that matter. 
 

Read our FY22 Annual Activity and Corporate Social Responsibility Report 
 
Follow us on: 
Twitter @CAE_Inc and @CAE_Defence 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/cae 
LinkedIn Defense & Security  www.linkedin.com/company/cae-defence-&-security 
 
 
CAE Contacts:  
 
General Media: 
Samantha Golinski, Vice President, Public Affairs & Global Communications, +1-514-341-2000, ext. 7939, 
samantha.golinski@cae.com  
 
Trade Media:  
Wendy Stough, Director, Marketing and Communications, +1-813-233-6409, wendy.stough@caemilusa.com 
 
Investor Relations:  
Andrew Arnovitz, Senior Vice President, Investor Relations and Enterprise Risk Management, +1-514-734-5760, 
andrew.arnovitz@cae.com 
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