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CAE MQ-1 Predator instructor pilot participates in final flight at 
Holloman AFB 
 
 
Tampa, Florida, USA, March 8, 2017 – (NYSE: CAE; TSX: CAE) – One of CAE USA’s senior 
instructor pilots on the MQ-1 Predator remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) recently participated as one 
of the aircrew during the ceremonial “final flight” of the MQ-1 Predator at Holloman Air Force 
Base (AFB) in New Mexico.   
 
In total, seven pilots and seven sensor operators participated in the ceremonial final flight of the 
MQ-1 at Holloman AFB on February 27, 2017 as the U.S. Air Force begins the transition to 
training solely MQ-9 Reaper aircrews at Holloman AFB.  Senior CAE USA instructor pilot, call-
sign “Gris”, was one of the MQ-1 pilots and the only contractor asked to be part of the aircrew for 
the final flight. 
 
“I was humbled that the active duty Air Force invited me on this sortie as the only contractor out of 
14 crewmembers invited to fly the final flight,” said Gris, whose full name will not be disclosed due 
to U.S. Air Force security concerns surrounding RPA personnel.  “While active-duty, I was part of 
the team that originally established the 6th Reconnaissance Squadron, and later the 6th Attack 
Squadron, at Holloman.  I am very proud of the contribution the MQ-1 and its aircrews have made 
to many U.S. Air Force missions, and honored that I can continue leveraging my experience as 
part of the CAE team helping to train future RPA aircrew.” 
 
Holloman AFB is the site of the U.S. Air Force's MQ-1 Predator and MQ-9 Reaper RPA Formal 
Training Unit (FTU).  CAE USA is the prime contractor on the MQ-1/MQ-9 aircrew training 
program and works closely with active-duty U.S. Air Force personnel to provide classroom, 
simulator and live flying instruction for U.S. Air Force and international MQ-1 and MQ-9 pilots and 
sensor operators.  Senior CAE USA instructor pilot “Gris” has more than 3,000 hours of MQ-1 
and MQ-9 combat support and FTU instructor hours. 
 
The U.S. Air Force has flown the MQ-1 Predator, originally called the RQ-1, for over 20 years in 
combat operations.  The 6th Reconnaissance Squadron (RS) and Attack Squadron (ATKS) at 
Holloman AFB has provided initial qualification training for pilots and sensor operators learning to 
operate the MQ-1 since 2009. 
 
“Today we close the chapter of the MQ-1 Predator at Holloman,” said James G. Clark, the 
Director of Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Modernization and Infrastructure; 
Deputy Chief of Staff for ISR, Headquarters United States Air Force. “The MQ-1 was a revolution. 
It changed the way of aviation. Risk taking leadership and innovators saw the vision of the MQ-1 
and made this airframe a success.” 
 
About CAE 
 
CAE’s Defense & Security business unit focuses on helping prepare our customers to develop 
and maintain the highest levels of mission readiness.  We are a world-class training systems 
integrator offering a comprehensive portfolio of training centers, training services and simulation 
products across the air, land, naval and public safety market segments.  We serve our global 
defense and security customers through regional operations in Canada; the United States/Latin 
America; Europe/Africa; and Asia/Pacific/Middle East, all of which leverage the full breadth of 
CAE’s capabilities, technologies and solutions. 
 



CAE is a global leader in training for the civil aviation, defense and security, and healthcare 
markets. Backed by a 70-year record of industry firsts, we continue to help define global training 
standards with our innovative virtual-to-live training solutions to make flying safer, maintain 
defense force readiness and enhance patient safety. We have the broadest global presence in 
the industry, with 8,000 employees, 160 sites and training locations in over 35 countries. Each 
year, we train more than 120,000 civil and defense crewmembers and thousands of healthcare 
professionals worldwide. www.cae.com 
 
Follow us on Twitter @CAE_Inc and @CAE_Defence 
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Info Captions:  
 
CAE_instructor_Gris_hosed_final_MQ-1_flight_Holloman.jpg – Caption:  Senior CAE USA 
instructor pilot “Gris” gets the ceremonial hose-down following his participation in the final flight of 
the MQ-1 Predator at Holloman AFB on February 27, 2017.	
 
MQ-1_final_flight_crew.jpg – Caption:  One of CAE USA’s senior instructor pilots on the MQ-1 
Predator and MQ-9 Reaper aircrew training program for the U.S. Air Force had the unique honor 
of being one of the 14 aircrew who participated in the ceremonial final flight of the MQ-1 at 
Holloman AFB. 
 
MQ-1_final_flight_Holloman.jpg – Caption:  The MQ-1 Predator returns from the final flight at 
Holloman AFB to the traditional water salute to mark its retirement.  CAE USA senior instructor 
pilot “Gris” was one of the MQ-1 pilots on the final flight. 
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