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CAE to perform major modernization effort to NATO E-3 AWACS 
simulators 
 
 
Farnborough, UK, July 15, 2014 – (NYSE: CAE; TSX: CAE) – CAE announced today at the 
Farnborough Airshow that it has signed a contract with the NATO Airborne Early Warning & 
Control Program Management Organization (NAPMO) to perform a major modernization effort to 
the E-3A flight deck simulator and E-3A flight training device located at NATO Airbase 
Geilenkirchen in Germany.   
 
The modernization effort to the E-3A flight simulators will ensure concurrency with the upgrades 
currently being performed on NATO’s fleet of E-3A Airborne Warning and Control System 
(AWACS) aircraft.  NATO’s E-3A aircraft are being upgraded with glass cockpits and other 
advanced avionics to meet current and future Communication, Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic 
Management (CNS/ATM) airspace requirements.  The major modernization effort CAE will 
perform on the E-3A flight deck simulator and flight training device will be completed by 2018, 
which is when the aircraft upgrade program is scheduled for completion. 
 
“The E-3A flight simulators help provide safe and cost-effective training for the 16 nations 
involved in the multi-national NATO E-3A Component,” said Ian Bell, CAE’s Vice President and 
Business Leader – Europe.  “CAE has supported the training of NATO E-3A aircrews for more 
than 30 years, and we’re pleased to extend this support with another major modernization effort 
program for the E-3A training devices located at the Geilenkirchen main operating base.” 
 
The NATO E-3A flight deck simulator was designed and manufactured by CAE and entered 
service in 1982. Since that time, CAE has also had responsibility for the maintenance and support 
activities related to the E-3A AWACS simulator to ensure the training availability of the system.  
The original E-3A flight deck simulator has undergone numerous improvement programs and 
more than 100 modifications during the past 30 years, including an upgrade to the Common 
Database (CDB) standard that is an open database architecture enabling rapid updates and 
correlated distributed mission training.  The numerous upgrades and qualification to Level D, the 
highest for flight simulators, has allowed NATO E-3A aircrews to amass more than 100,000 hours 
of simulator training on the E-3A flight deck simulator.  In 2012, CAE delivered a Level II-qualified 
E-3A flight training device to support familiarization and procedural training for aircrews prior to 
full-mission training in the E-3A flight deck simulator. 
 
CAE is a global leader in providing comprehensive training solutions based on world-leading 
simulation technology and integrated training services. The company employs 8,000 people at 
more than 160 sites and training locations in 35 countries. Our vision is to be our customers' 
Partner of Choice and we take a long-term approach to customer relationships. We offer our civil 
aviation and defence and security customers a complete range of highly innovative product, 
service and training centre solutions designed to help them meet their mission critical needs for 
safety, efficiency and readiness. We provide similar solutions to customers in healthcare and 
mining. CAE has the largest installed base of civil and military flight simulators, supported by a 
range of after-sales services, and has been serving the needs of its customers for nearly 70 
years. We have the broadest training services network in the world and offer civil aviation, military 
and helicopter training services in 67 locations worldwide and train more than 120,000 civil and 
military crewmembers annually. www.cae.com   
Follow us on Twitter @CAE_Inc and @CAE_Defence 
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Note to editors: 

Photo: A high-resolution photo is available on www.cae.com/photos 
Caption: CAE will perform a major modernization to the NATO E-3 AWACS flight deck simulator. 

 

CAE contacts:  

Nathalie Bourque, Vice President, Public Affairs and Global Communications, (514) 734-5788, 
nathalie.bourque@cae.com 

 

Trade media: Chris Stellwag, Director, Marketing Communications – Defence and Security,  

(813) 887-1242, chris.stellwag@cae.com  

 

Investor relations: Andrew Arnovitz, Vice President, Strategy and Investor Relations,  
(514) 734-5760, andrew.arnovitz@cae.com 
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