
 

Trade Press Release 

CAE signs five-year contract to train ab initio pilots for IndiGo  
 
Bengaluru, India and Montreal, Canada, June 14, 2011 –– CAE announced today that it has signed a 
five-year contract with IndiGo Airlines  to train ab initio pilot cadets at CAE Global Academy Gondia, India 
and CAE type-rating training centres. The new IndiGo Cadet Pilot Program is specifically designed by CAE 
and IndiGo to enable aspiring young pilot candidates to receive both their initial Commercial Pilot License 
(CPL) and an Airbus A320 Type Rating in a focused and efficient way. 

IndiGo, India’s second largest airline, recently placed an order for 180 Airbus A320 series aircraft, 
including the new A320neo. 

“IndiGo is committed to contributing to the growth of commercial aviation in India. This means creating 
more job opportunities and helping youngsters chase their dreams of building stable careers in the 
airline business. I am delighted that CAE has agreed to partner with us in this cause. We like the flexibility 
that CAE offers us in training the cadets to our company’s protocols and standards,” said Aditya Ghosh, 
President of IndiGo. “This is a natural fit for IndiGo since we have been training our pilots with CAE since 
we started operations five years ago. With CAE we have seen the highest standards of training quality.” 

IndiGo will support cadets to become professional pilots at CAE Global Academy Gondia, the newest 
flight school in India. Also known as the National Flying Training Institute (NFTI), the school is a joint 
venture of the Airports Authority of India (AAI) and CAE. 

After obtaining their CPL, cadets will be type rated on the Airbus 320 at CAE’s training centre in Bangalore 
or other centres in CAE's global network. CAE also has the largest and most global network for civil 
aircraft type ratings with 25 training centres and more than 150 full-flight simulators in Asia, Europe, the 
Middle East, North America and South America.  

We are excited to be extending our relationship with IndiGo to now include the ab initio IndiGo Cadet Pilot 
Program,” said Walter Visser, Vice President, CAE Global Academy and leader of CAE's Pilot Solutions 
services and Multi-Crew Pilot License (MPL) programs. “We are committed to working with IndiGo to tailor 
training programs which meet their growing need for the highest-quality pilots." 

The CAE Global Academy is the world's largest network of professional flight schools with 11  
campuses in nine countries on five continents – Australia, Belgium, Cameroon, Canada, India, Malaysia, 
The Netherlands, Portugal, and the United States. With a fleet of nearly 300 aircraft, CAE Global Academy 
has the capacity to train about 1800 ab initio pilots annually. 

About IndiGo  
IndiGo has a simple philosophy: offer fares that are always low, flights that are on time, and a courteous, 
hassle-free travel experience. IndiGo’s On Time Performance is one of the best in India. IndiGo’s 
Technical Dispatch Reliability is 99.91% making it the airline with the least number of cancellations in 
India. With its fleet of 39 new Airbus A320 aircraft, the airline offers 259 daily flights connecting 26 
destinations - Agartala, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Bhubaneshwar, Coimbatore, Chennai, Delhi, Dibrugarh, 
Goa, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Imphal, Indore, Jaipur, Jammu, Kochi, Kolkata, Lucknow, Mumbai, Nagpur, 
Patna, Pune, Raipur, Srinagar, Trivandrum and Vadodara. IndiGo led by its President, Aditya Ghosh is 
promoted by InterGlobe Enterprises and Mr. Rakesh Gangwal, an aviation industry veteran and 
entrepreneur. InterGlobe Enterprises has been a committed player in the travel and aviation industry for 
the last 20 years. InterGlobe Enterprises is a leading travel conglomerate in India and enjoys a wide-
ranging presence in the fields of airline & aviation management, travel related services, travel technology, 
travel distribution services and hotel development & management services. Its aviation management 
experience includes representation of 13 leading international airlines and offers services ranging from 
sales and marketing to revenue and route management. It also offers distribution, technology and BPO 
services for the travel and aviation industries. 

About CAE 
CAE (NYSE: CAE; TSX: CAE) is a world leader in providing simulation and modelling technologies and 
integrated training solutions for the civil aviation industry and defence forces around the globe. With 
annual revenues exceeding C$1.6 billion, CAE employs more than 7,500 people at more than 100 sites 
and training locations in more than 20 countries. We have the largest installed base of civil and military 
full-flight simulators and training devices. Through our global network of 32 civil aviation, military and 
helicopter training centres, we train more than 80,000 crewmembers yearly. We also offer modelling and 
simulation software to various market segments, and through CAE’s professional services division we 
assist customers with a wide range of simulation-based needs.  

www.cae.com 
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CAE contacts:  
Nathalie Bourque, Vice President, Public Affairs and Global Communications, +1-514-734-5788, 

nathalie.bourque@cae.com 

Trade media – civil aviation: Rick Adams, Senior Manager, Marketing Communications – Civil Aviation, +1-
214-864-5409, rick.adams@cae.com 

Investor relations: Andrew Arnovitz, Vice President, Investor Relations and Strategy,  
+1-514- 734-5760, andrew.arnovitz@cae.com 

IndiGo contacts: 
Genesis Burson-Marsteller:  
Kaveri Sengupta, +91 987 379 7102, kaveri.sengupta@bm.com 
Sakshi Batra, +91 999 979 6542, sakshi.batra@bm.com 
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