
 

Trade Press Release 

Upgraded Royal Air Force CH-47 Chinook simulator now ready-
for-training at CAE’s MSHATF 

n RAF Chinook aircrews to begin training on CH-47 Mk4 variant  

 
Orlando, Fla., USA, November 29, 2011 – (NYSE: CAE; TSX: CAE) – Today at the Interservice/Industry 
Training, Simulation, and Education Conference (I/ITSEC), the world’s largest military simulation show, 
CAE announced that it has completed a major upgrade to one of the CH-47 Chinook dynamic mission 
simulators located at CAE’s Medium Support Helicopter Aircrew Training Facility (MSHATF) in the United 
Kingdom, and the Royal Air Force (RAF) is now training its Chinook aircrews to the new RAF CH-47 Mk4 
standard.   

The simulator upgrade was done in parallel with the upgrades currently being performed on the RAF’s 
CH-47 Chinook fleet as part of the JULIUS programme. 

“The Chinook helicopter fleet plays a vital role in the Joint Helicopter Command’s mission, and this 
upgrade to one of the CH-47 simulators is consistent with our objective to ensure training systems are 
concurrent with the platforms they simulate,” said Wing Commander Al Dale, SO1 Simulation, Joint 
Helicopter Command, UK Ministry of Defence. “We continue to perform more training and mission 
preparation in a cost-effective synthetic environment, so it is absolutely critical our simulators and training 
systems stay at the leading-edge of technology and capability.”  

The UK Ministry of Defence originally placed a contract to upgrade eight CH-47 Chinook Mk2 helicopters, 
which was subsequently expanded to enable the JULIUS cockpit to be integrated into the remainder of 
the current total Chinook fleet of 46 aircraft. The simulator upgrade, performed by CAE under contract from 
the UK MoD Flight Simulation and Synthetic Trainers (FsAST) project team, includes the addition of 
forward-looking infrared (FLIR), a new moving map, and digitized instruments. In addition, upgraded on-
board and ground mission planning systems will enable CAE to deliver more comprehensive tactical 
training to RAF Chinook aircrews. 

“We completed the simulator upgrades in advance of the aircraft upgrades, thus enabling RAF Chinook 
pilots to test and evaluate the new aircraft systems in the simulator,” said Ian Bell, Managing Director of 
CAE Aircrew Training Services. “This is an important upgrade for the RAF Chinook force and we are 
pleased that our long term partnership with the MoD allows us to continue adapting our training services. 
Our aim is always to ensure RAF Joint Helicopter Command aircrews experience contemporary training 
relevant to current operations.” 

CAE’s MSHATF, owned and operated by CAE Aircrew Training Services under a private finance initiative 
with the UK MoD, is a purpose-built facility that provides training to the RAF and third-party operators of 
AgustaWestland AW101 Merlin, Boeing CH-47 Chinook, and Eurocopter Puma helicopters. The MSHATF 
is equipped with six CAE-built dynamic mission simulators (three Chinook, two Merlin, and one Puma), 
four computer-based ground school training classrooms, and a state-of-the-art tactical control centre. 

CAE is a global leader in modeling, simulation and training for civil aviation and defence. The company 
employs more than 7,500 people at more than 100 sites and training locations in more than  
20 countries.  Through CAE’s global network of 33 civil aviation, military and helicopter training centres, 
the company trains more than 80,000 crewmembers yearly. CAE’s business is diversified, ranging from 
the sale of simulation products to providing comprehensive services such as training and aviation 
services, professional services and in-service support. The company aims to apply its simulation 
expertise and operational experience to help customers enhance safety, improve efficiency, maintain 
readiness and solve challenging problems. CAE is now leveraging its simulation capabilities in new 
markets such as healthcare and mining.  www.cae.com 

 
- 30 - 

 
 

High resolution photos of the CAE-built CH-47 Chinook simulator are available at 

www.cae.com/photos 

CAE contacts:  
Nathalie Bourque, Vice President, Public Affairs and Global Communications, (514) 734-5788, 
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