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CAE-built Predator Mission Trainer now in-
service at General Atomics Flight Test and 

Training Center in North Dakota 
 
 
Tampa, Florida, USA, April 1, 2020 – (NYSE: CAE; TSX: CAE) – CAE 
today announced that General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-
ASI) has installed a CAE-built Predator Mission Trainer at its Flight Test and 
Training Center (FTTC) located at the Grand Sky Unmanned Aircraft 
System (UAS) Business Park near Grand Forks, North Dakota. 
 
The Predator Mission Trainer will be used to advance the quality and 
capability of remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) synthetic training provided by 
GA-ASI at the FTTC.  GA-ASI offers a range of pilot and sensor operator 
training at the FTTC for operators of GA-ASI’s family of RPA systems. 
 
“Our Predator Mission Trainer delivers an unprecedented level of fidelity 
and capability in the use of simulation-based training for remotely piloted 
aircraft pilots and sensor operators,” said Todd Probert, Group President, 
Defense & Security, CAE.  “The addition of a Predator Mission Trainer at 
GA-ASI’s training center in North Dakota extends our training collaboration 
and will enable GA-ASI to add more synthetic training to the syllabus used 
to train customer aircrews as well as their own instructors.” 
 
The Predator Mission Trainer now operating at GA-ASI’s FTTC is similar to 
the first Predator Mission Trainer jointly developed by CAE and GA-ASI for 
the Italian Air Force, which can deliver “zero-flight time” training based on 
the high-fidelity simulation of both the flight model and sensor systems. The 
Predator Mission Trainer at the FTTC simulates GA-ASI’s Block 30 ground 
control station for the MQ-9 RPA and will be used to deliver initial 
qualification and aircraft sensor systems training in addition to mission-
specific training. With a zero-flight time simulator such as the CAE Predator 
Mission Trainer, aircrews can potentially conduct all training in the simulator 
without necessarily requiring further training on the actual aircraft. 
 
“Highly skilled and well-trained aircrews are absolutely critical to the 
successful operation and deployment of our proven Predator remotely 
piloted aircraft systems,” said David R. Alexander, President, GA-ASI. “This 
Predator Mission Trainer at our training center in North Dakota will enhance 
the multi-domain training we can offer in a synthetic environment and give 
us added flexibility to deliver advanced training without restrictions due to 
weather or airspace.” 
 
Later this spring, CAE will deliver a second Predator Mission Trainer to GA-
ASI’s Gray Butte Flight Operations Facility near Palmdale, California. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

GA-ASI’s Flight Test and Training Center in  
North Dakota is now home to a CAE-built  

Predator Mission Trainer that will be used to 
 deliver advanced pilot and sensor  

operator training 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Trade Press Release 

2 
 

About CAE 
 
CAE’s Defence & Security business unit focuses on helping prepare our 
customers to develop and maintain the highest levels of mission readiness.  
We are a world-class training systems integrator offering a comprehensive 
portfolio of training centres, training services and simulation products 
across the air, land, sea and public safety market segments.  We serve our 
global defence and security customers through regional operations in 
Canada; the United States/Latin America; Europe/Africa; and Asia-
Pacific/Middle East, all of which leverage the full breadth of CAE’s 
capabilities, technologies and solutions. 
 
CAE is a global leader in training for the civil aviation, defence and security, 
and healthcare markets. Backed by a record of more than 70 years of 
industry firsts, we continue to help define global training standards with our 
innovative virtual-to-live training solutions to make flying safer, maintain 
defence force readiness and enhance patient safety. We have the broadest 
global presence in the industry, with over 10,000 employees, 160 sites and 
training locations in over 35 countries. Each year, we train more than 
220,000 civil and defence crewmembers, including more than 135,000 
pilots, and thousands of healthcare professionals worldwide. www.cae.com   
 
Follow us on Twitter @CAE_Inc and @CAE_Defence 
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CAE contacts: 
 
Hélène V. Gagnon, Vice President, Public Affairs and Global Communications, 
+1-514-340-5536, helene.v.gagnon@cae.com 
 
Trade media:  
Chris Stellwag, Director, Marketing Communications – Defence and Security,  
+1-813-887-1242, chris.stellwag@cae.com  
 
Investor relations:  
Andrew Arnovitz, Vice President, Strategy and Investor Relations, 
+1-514-734-5760, andrew.arnovitz@cae.com 
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