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CAE signs exclusive 15-year training centre operations 
agreement with Saudi National Company of Aviation 

 

• Saudi National Company of Aviation (SNCA) acquires CAE-built flight training equipment plus 
option for two more simulators 

 

• 50 female cadets enrolled in SNCA’s OxfordSaudia flight academy 
 

Dubai, UAE, November 18, 2019 (NYSE: CAE; TSX: CAE) – CAE and the Saudi National Company of 

Aviation (SNCA) announced today at the 2019 Dubai Air Show the expansion of their training relationship 

with the signature of an exclusive 15-year training centre operations services agreement and the provision 

of one Airbus A320 CAE 7000XR full-flight simulator (FFS) and one Airbus A320 CAE 600XR flight training 

device (FTD).   

 

In November 2017, SNCA and CAE had previously announced the creation of a CAE authorised training 

centre. The initial agreement included the sharing of CAE’s expertise and guidance for the establishment 

of SNCA’s cadet training program including commercial pilot license curriculum and courseware, the training 

of staff and instructors, as well as safety and quality control systems. Through this new agreement, CAE 

will now provide training centre operations services to SNCA’s new training centre – OxfordSaudia, a CAE 

Authorised Training Centre – that will be located in Dammam, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. SNCA will open 

the OxfordSaudia flight training centre by the end of 2020. CAE will also operate and maintain SNCA’s 

training equipment at the new facility. 

 

"As we move along the journey, we are now ready to bring our pilot training capabilities to the next level 

with CAE, the world-leader in commercial aviation pilot training," said Captain Larry Wade, Chief Executive 

Officer, OxfordSaudia. "Since the announcement of the inception of our flight academy, the response has 

been overwhelmingly positive. We have witnessed tremendous demand for pilot training, stemming beyond 

Saudi nationals and including an even larger than normal percentage of women than the global average. 

These are good success indicators of this partnership as we are bringing world-class pilot training 

capabilities to the region. Our option, of two additional A320 CAE 7000XR devices, is to enable us to 

address the growing demand for recurrent and new type-rating demands in the industry regionally.’’ 

 

"SNCA has poured a lot of professionalism and passion into this new endeavor," said Nick Leontidis, CAE’s 

Group President, Civil Aviation Training Solutions. " We salute SNCA for enrolling 50 female cadets to its 

OxfordSaudia flight academy. CAE is strongly committed to increasing female representation in the 

commercial pilot profession."  

 

SNCA is acquiring an Airbus A320 CAE 600XR flight training device (FTD) and an Airbus A320 CAE 

7000XR Series full-flight simulator (FFS) equipped with the innovative CAE Tropos™ 6000XR visual 

system. The FTD and FFS will be delivered at SNCA’s OxfordSaudia training facility in the second half of 

2020.  

 

About SNCA 

The Saudi National Company of Aviation has established the center to help address the significant regional 

shortage in aviation training. The center recognises the skills of individuals in the region and the need to 

have a regionally-based professional career path for qualifying students. The Technician Maintenance 
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Training program is the second phase of development for the aviation center following on from the 

established OxfordSaudia, a CAE Authorized Training Centre for Pilot training. 

 

About CAE  

CAE is a global leader in training for the civil aviation, defense and security, and healthcare markets. Backed 

by a record of more than 70 years of industry firsts, we continue to help define global training standards 

with our innovative virtual-to-live training solutions to make flying safer, maintain defense force readiness 

and enhance patient safety. We have the broadest global presence in the industry, with over 10,000 

employees, 160 sites and training locations in over 35 countries. Each year, we train more than 220,000 

civil and defense crewmembers, including more than 135,000 pilots, and thousands of healthcare 

professionals worldwide. www.cae.com  

 

Follow us on Twitter: CAE_Inc;  

  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/cae.inc 

 

 LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/cae 

 

Hashtags: #CAE; #CAEpilot 
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CAE contacts: 

General Media:  

Hélène V. Gagnon, Vice President, Public Affairs and Global Communications 

+1-514-340-5536, helene.v.gagnon@cae.com 

 

Trade Media: 

Nathalie Siphengphet, Director, Marketing & Strategy, Civil Aviation Training Solutions 

+1-514-442-8785, nathalie.siphengphet@cae.com 

 

Investor Relations:  

Andrew Arnovitz, Vice President, Strategy and Investor Relations  

+1-514-734-5760, andrew.arnovitz@cae.com 

 

SNCA contact: 

Abdullah Ali Al Shuwayer, Public Relations & Media Manager  

 +966 55 516 5476, Abdullah.alshuwayer@OxfordSaudia.com 
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