News from the Unmanned Systems and Simulation &
Training Exhibition and Conference (UMEX/SIMTEX)

Abu Dhabi, UAE, February 25, 2018

Training for UAE Air Force RQ-1E remotely piloted aircraft aircrews underway
in Abu Dhabi
Over the past several months, UAE Air Force RQ-1E remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) aircrews have
completed several courses being delivered by CAE Maritime Middle East (MME), including an RPA Sensor
Operator Fundamentals Course and RPA Aircrew Fundamentals Course.
In addition, the first class of cadets at the Khalifa Bin Zayad Air College will soon complete the RPA
Fundamentals Course jointly developed and delivered by CAE MME and the Khalifa Bin Zayad Air College.
CAE MME is CAE’s Abu-Dhabi, UAE-based joint venture company.
The courses are all part of the comprehensive training
solution for RPA systems being developed by CAE
under a contract signed last year to provide academic,
simulator, and live flying training for the UAE Air Force’s
fleet of RQ-1E Predator aircraft.
“We are pleased to contribute to the training and
proficiency of UAE Air Force and Air Defence personnel
on the way to becoming remotely piloted aircraft pilots
and sensor operators,” said Ian Bell, CAE’s Vice
President and General Manager, Middle East/AsiaPacific. “RPA systems have become a critical asset for
modern combat operations, and they require highly
skilled aircrews. CAE is honoured the UAE Air Force
selected us to develop and deliver a comprehensive
training program for their remotely piloted aircraft.”
The initial courses are teaching UAE Air Force
personnel about unmanned aerial systems concepts
and theory, including flight characteristics and sensor
theory. This includes learning about different types of
unmanned systems and general aviation concepts as
well as operational concepts for deploying remotely
piloted aircraft to support operations.
CAE MME is currently establishing a training centre for
the UAE Air Force where all RPA type conversion and
mission training will be conducted. CAE has designed
and developed the courseware and comprehensive
curriculum for academic training and will soon begin delivering courses specific to the UAE Air Force’s RQ1E Predator medium-altitude long-endurance (MALE) RPA. To support the ground-based training system,
CAE has already delivered desktop trainers and will be delivering a full suite of additional synthetic training
equipment, including Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) mission trainers and high-fidelity, type-specific
mission trainers.
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In addition to delivering the classroom and simulator training, CAE MME instructors will provide the live
flying instruction for UAE Air Force RQ-1E Predator RPA aircrews. Recently, a cadre of CAE MME
instructors completed General Atomics’ intensive RPA live-flying training program in Yuma, Arizona and
were qualified specifically on the RQ-1E Predator.

About CAE
CAE’s Defence & Security business unit focuses on helping prepare our customers to develop
and maintain the highest levels of mission readiness. We are a world-class training systems
integrator offering a comprehensive portfolio of training centres, training services and simulation
products across the air, land, sea and public safety market segments. We serve our global
defence and security customers through regional operations in Canada; the United States/Latin
America; Europe/Africa; and Asia-Pacific/Middle East, all of which leverage the full breadth of
CAE’s capabilities, technologies and solutions.
CAE is a global leader in training for the civil aviation, defence and security, and healthcare
markets. Backed by a 70-year record of industry firsts, we continue to help define global training
standards with our innovative virtual-to-live training solutions to make flying safer, maintain
defence force readiness and enhance patient safety. We have the broadest global presence in the
industry, with over 8,500 employees, 160 sites and training locations in over 35 countries. Each
year, we train more than 120,000 civil and defence crewmembers and thousands of healthcare
professionals worldwide. www.cae.com
Follow us on Twitter @CAE_Inc and @CAE_Defence

For more information on the program, please contact Chris Stellwag, Director, Marketing
Communications – Defence and Security, +1-407-709-3070, chris.stellwag@cae.com

