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Netherlands Ministry of Defence celebrates opening of new  
NH90 training facility in Den Helder 

 
-- Royal Netherlands Air Force starts training on relocated NH90 FMFT -- 

 
 
Sesto Calende, Italy, October 30, 2019 – Rotorsim, the joint venture owned 
equally by CAE and Leonardo, today announced the successful start of 
training on the NH90 Full Mission Flight Trainer (FMFT) following its 
relocation from the Rotorsim training centre in Sesto Calende, Italy to a new 
training facility at Maritime Air Base de Kooy in Den Helder, the Netherlands. 
 
The Netherlands Ministry of Defence (NLMOD) and Netherlands Defence 
Helicopter Command recently hosted a ceremony to celebrate the opening 
of the new NH90 training facility in Den Helder.  The ceremony was attended 
by officers from the Royal Netherlands Navy and Royal Netherlands Air 
Force; officials from the NLMOD; executives from CAE, Leonardo and 
Rotorsim; and military officials from Italy and Belgium. 
 
“We have trained our NH90 crews for the past eight years in Italy as part of 
the very successful Joint NH90 Training Program,” said Air Commodore 
Robert Adang, Commander of the Netherlands Defence Helicopter 
Command.  “This new training facility in Den Helder now allows us to train 
our aircrews in the Netherlands while further advancing our synthetic training 
capabilities. The value of simulation-based training is critical to preparation 
and readiness, and the NH90 FMFT plays a key role in complex mission 
training for our NH90 aircrews.”  
 
As part of the relocation of NH90 training, Rotorsim moved the NLMOD-
owned NH90 NATO Frigate Helicopter (NFH) simulator cockpit from the 
Rotorsim training centre to the new facility in Den Helder.  In addition, the 
NLMOD had contracted CAE to design and manufacture a new roll-on/roll-
off (RO/RO) full-mission simulator mothership, which includes a six degree-
of-freedom (DOF) electric motion system, high-performance vibration 
platform to replicate vibration cues critical to helicopter pilots, and the latest 
CAE Medallion-6000 image generator with laser projector display system. 
The RO/RO cockpit design enables cockpits representing various helicopter 
types to be used in the mothership simulator platform, thus giving the 
NLMOD the flexibility to add simulator cockpits in the future.  CAE, under 
subcontract from Rotorsim, will now provide on-site maintenance and 
support services on the NH90 full-flight and mission trainer in Den Helder. 
 
“Through our Rotorsim joint venture with Leonardo, we are pleased to have 
supported the Netherlands NH90 training since 2011, and now assisting the 
Netherlands in relocating NH90 training to Den Helder,” said Marc-Olivier 
Sabourin, Vice President and General Manager, Defence & Security 
International, CAE.  “The NH90 FMFT is now entering service in Den Helder 
where CAE had supported the operations of the Joint Lynx helicopter 
simulator for over 25 years. We look forward to continuing our collaboration 
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with the Netherlands Ministry of Defence to support their training and 
readiness requirements.” 
 
About Leonardo 
 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top ten world 
players in Aerospace, Defence and Security and Italy’s main industrial 
company. Organized into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant 
industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where 
it also operates through subsidiaries such as Leonardo DRS (defense 
electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, 
Thales Alenia Space and Avio. Leonardo competes in the most important 
international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product 
leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber Security 
and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2018 Leonardo 
recorded consolidated revenues of €12.2 billion and invested €1.4 billion in 
Research and Development. The Group has been part of the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Index (DJSI) since 2010 and became Industry leader of 
Aerospace & Defence sector of DJSI in 2019. 
 
About CAE 
 
CAE’s Defense & Security business unit focuses on helping prepare our 
customers to develop and maintain the highest levels of mission readiness.  
We are a world-class training systems integrator offering a comprehensive 
portfolio of training centers, training services and simulation products across 
the air, land, sea and public safety market segments.   
 
CAE is a global leader in training for the civil aviation, defence and security, 
and healthcare markets. Backed by a record of more than 70 years of 
industry firsts, we continue to help define global training standards with our 
innovative virtual-to-live training solutions to make flying safer, maintain 
defence force readiness and enhance patient safety. We have the broadest 
global presence in the industry, with over 10,000 employees, 160 sites and 
training locations in over 35 countries. Each year, we train more than 220,000 
civil and defence crewmembers, including more than 135,000 pilots, and 
thousands of healthcare professionals worldwide. www.cae.com   
 
Follow us on Twitter @CAE_Inc and @CAE_Defence 
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Press Office 

+39 0632473313, pressoffice@leonardocompany.com 
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General media: 
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Hélène V. Gagnon, Vice President, Public Affairs and Global 
Communications, 
+1-514-340-5536, helene.v.gagnon@cae.com 
 
Trade media:  
Chris Stellwag, Director, Marketing Communications – Defense and 
Security,  
+1-813-887-1242, chris.stellwag@cae.com  
 
Investor relations:  
Andrew Arnovitz, Vice President, Strategy and Investor Relations, 
+1-514-734-5760, andrew.arnovitz@cae.com 
 

 

mailto:helene.v.gagnon@cae.com
mailto:chris.stellwag@cae.com
mailto:andrew.arnovitz@cae.com

